ALONG  THE   ROAD

only be adequately expressed when in a state of
nature. 6 As souls unbodied/ says Donne,
4 bodies unclothed must be to taste whole joys.9
Noble, nude and far more modern than any other
people in Europe, they sport in the icy waters of
the Baltic, they roam naked in the primeval
forest. The cautious Italian, meanwhile, bathes
in his tepid sea during only two months out of the
twelve ; always wears a vest under his shirt and
never leaves the town, if he can possibly help it,
except when the summer is at its most hellish, and
again, for a little while. In the autumn, to super-
intend the making of his wine.

Strange and Inexplicable state of affairs ! Is
it that the dwellers under Inclement skies are
trying to bluff themselves into a belief that they
inhabit Eden ? Do they deliberately love nature
in the hope of persuading themselves that she is
as beautiful in the damp and darkness as in the
sunlight ? Do they brave the discomforts of
northern country life in order to be able to say to
those who live in more favoured lands : You see,
our countryside is just as delightful as yours ;
and the proof is that we live in it !

But whatever the reason, the fact remains that
nature worship does Increase with distance from
the sun. To search for causes is hopeless ; but
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